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CORDEX Background
Policy and decision makers need information about climate, climate change and impact and vulnerability assessments at the right scales and communicated in an understandable way to ensure that the knowledge is used effectively for adaptation, mitigation and risk management. The understanding of the response of regional and local climate systems to global climate and the influence of the regional and local systems on the global system is the focus of the Coordinated Regional Climate Down- Grant funds were assigned based on financial need, scientific background and scientific quality/relevance/ impact of submitted abstracts. Priority was given primarily to early-career scientists, post-graduate students and researchers who received their highest degree in 2011 or later, and scientists from emerging and developing economies. The second priority was given to students pursuing their graduate studies (MSc, PhD).
About 120 applications were received, 46 of which were from the Asia-Pacific region. A review process to evaluate these applications was carried out by a panel of experts representing the CORDEX domains and areas of expertise within the CORDEX community. From the total pool of applicants, the evaluation panel identified 90 eligible applications. Thirty-five of the selected recipients were from the Asia-Pacific region and fourteen were supported directly with the grant from APN.
As part of the conference activities, a poster presentation competition was organized for students and early-career scientists. Scientific content and presentation skills of authors/speakers provided the basis for judgment. A group of independent judges chosen from the conference participants and with the appropriate scientific expertise performed the evaluation. The best posters were identified and recognized at the final summary plenary session. The three award winners out of the 48 that entered the competition received a "Best
Poster Award" certificate and a complimentary handmade glass bowl.
.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The conference brought together the international community of regional climate scientists and stakeholders with a particular emphasis on issues of added value, vulnerability, impact and assessment and the current and future use of regional climate information A few APN-funded early-career scientists were provided with the opportunity to give an oral presentation during parallel and plenary sessions. The conference also offered early-career scientists an opportunity to talk with their peers and senior scientists, resulting in a great expansion of their network internationally.
CONCLUSION
Our firm belief and conviction is that the conference was a big success in achieving the objectives to promote the CORDEX vision to advance and coordinate the science and application of regional climate downscaling as well as the specific conference objectives. For instance, con- A final word of gratitude goes to the CORDEX community and all of the participants, who made this conference an enjoyable and memorable event.
